Spartan Daily, February 20, 2019 by San Jose State University, School of Journalism and Mass Communications
wasn’t to make any changes, 
but rather to have a platform 
for VTA to hear the public’s 
opinions about its decision.
“I understand [VTA is] in a 
very difficult situation,” said 
Mallon. “I hope that they will 
listen to people and consider 
saving some of the routes that 
people depend on. I know it’s 
very unlikely.”
Civil engineering junior 
Soozy Zerbe attended the 
first part of the meeting and 
was frustrated.
“This meeting is two hours 
long, and you can’t speak until 
an hour into the meeting,” said 
Zerbe. “Most of the commuter 
students are in class right now, 
because they have class from 
early in the morning to late in 
the afternoon, and then they 
take the bus home.”
Zerbe came to the meeting 
in between her classes and had 
to rush to another class before 
she could speak up against the 
new plan.
“This meeting [might 
seem] like it’s accessible and 
convenient for students, but 
it’s not. It’s convenient for 
VTA, and there are no public 
comments allowed,” said Zerbe.
The new route will affect 
William George, a volunteer 
in King Library’s Beethoven 
Center, and his commute.
“I’m riding the VTA bus 
usually three days a week. So 
that’s six to eight trips on a bus 
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Political science sophomore Lawrence Deng (right) discusses one of the proposed Santa Clara VTA route changes with Kevin Fish 
(left), an SJSU social science alumnus from 1984 and San Jose resident Ward Crary (center) on Tuesday morning.
The National Pan-Hellenic 
Council of nine historically 
African-American fraternities 
and sororities, also known as 
the “Divine Nine,” is seeking 
to recruit new members.
Compared to other Greek 
organizations, the Divine 
Nine have low memberships 
that continue to stagger.
“I just graduated, so 
we’re just down to one 
member,” said Chris Cutler, 
a member of Kappa Alpha 
Psi and 2018 business 
management alumnus.
Another fraternity in 
NPHC, Phi Beta Sigma, 
currently has five members.
Aviation operations 
senior Bryan Amerson, 
a member of Phi Beta 
Sigma, said they were 
aiming to recruit at least 
three new members this 
year, emphasizing that they 
were looking for “quality 
over quantity.”
Forgoing much social 
media promotion, Amerson 
said they mainly recruit 
through community service 
events and volunteering.
While many Greek 
organizations promote 
themselves individually on 
7th Street Plaza, Phi Beta 
Sigma shares a table with the 
Divine Nine, Amerson said.
Dante Duffel, president 
of the National Pan-Hellenic 
Council and member of
Phi Beta Sigma, described 
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Hospitality, tourism and event management senior Jazmine Henry (left) and psychology senior Abiola 
Onadele from Zeta Phi Beta finish their stepping routine with a cheer at a Feb. 13 showcase.
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California Proposition 
1A, the High-Speed Rail 
Act, was approved in 2008 
to build an express train 
from San Francisco to Los 
Angeles.
A decade later, the 
newly-elected California 
Governor, Gavin Newsom, 
announced the train would 
be built from Merced to 
Bakersfield and postponed 
the original plan.
Newsom stated that 
phase one of the project, 
which links between 
Merced and Bakersfield, 
would connect Central 
Valley to the other places in 
the states.
“I think it’s nonsensical 
to make a high-speed 
rail between Merced and 
Bakersfield. Those are not 
tourist destinations, even 
locals are not commuting 
between the two cities,” 
said political science junior 
Vansh Agarwal, who is
from Bakersfield.
When state voters 
approved the massive bullet 
train plan in 2008, the 
project was envisioned to 
open in 2029 at a cost of 
$32 billion.
But last year, the 
California High-Speed 
Rail Authority pushed 
the completion date back 
by four years and said it 
would cost at least double, 
according to NBC News.
Merced and Bakersfield 
are 164 miles apart 
from each other – less 
than half the distance 
By Javier Velez
STAFF WRITER
Bullet train
from SF to LA 
postponed
I think it’s non-
sensical to make 
a high-speed rail 
between Merced 
and Bakersfi eld.
Vansh Agarwal
Political science junior and 
Bakersfi eld native
RAIL| Page 2
Santa Clara Valley Transportation 
Authority (VTA) is planning to cut 
major bus routes because of budget 
cuts including Route 65, Route 
83, overnight Route 22, Express 
101, Express 122, Express 182 and 
Express 185. 
On Tuesday, public relations 
junior and Transportation 
Solutions student assistant 
Monica Mallon organized a 
public meeting with VTA about 
its upcoming changes at Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Library.
“I feel like people didn’t 
have the opportunity to share 
their thoughts [about this new 
plan],” said Mallon. “All this 
service is getting cut, Route 65, 
which a few hundred students 
take every day, and then the 
Almaden service, the overnight 
[Route] 22 which is very 
important for people to stay 
warm in cold weather like this.”
The goal of the meeting 
Students reject VTA route changes
I hope that [VTA] will 
listen to people and 
consider saving some 
of the routes that 
people depend on.
Monica Mallon
Transportation Solutions 
student assistant
By Jozy Prabhu
 STAFF WRITER
ride here,” said George. 
“If [Route] 65 is 
eliminated, I will then 
have to walk [more than] 
a mile to [Route] 63.”
George attended 
both VTA meetings 
discussing the same 
plan at Cambrian 
Branch Library and 
King Library and heard 
similar responses.
“The attendees are 
overwhelmingly against 
the plan for high 
ridership,” said George. 
“They are concerned 
and really want to have 
the [bus route] coverage.”
De Anza College 
s tudent  Marshal l 
Woodmansee was also 
concerned about the 
new plan.
“It’s very disheartening 
to see what they’re doing 
here. I’m very skeptical 
that this is going to 
increase ridership. I 
don’t think it will,” said 
Woodmansee. 
He also wished 
the VTA took more 
input from the public. 
The ad hoc financial 
stability committee 
were the primary 
input in helping VTA 
make those decisions.
“They came up with 
a lot of great things,” 
said Woodmansee. “One 
of them was service 
changes, one of them 
was increased fares, 
which is terrible, but a 
lot of other things were 
finding more funding 
sources and the future 
of VTA. I wish they were 
talking about that now.”
C h ar l i e  Fa a s , 
vice president for 
administration and 
finance has been in 
private meetings with 
VTA to have student’s 
voices heard.
“Boy does it hurt our 
students right in their 
pocketbooks,” said Faas. 
According to Faas, 
BART now has a route 
from Fremont to Warm 
Springs, which means 
students will have to 
get off at one stop, and 
take the bus from Warm 
Springs to campus.
“That’s like $5 each 
way, that’s every day 
you’re commuting,” said 
Faas. “That’s out of your 
pocket – that’s a big 
impact to a substantial 
number of our students.”
The new changes are 
still being drafted and 
the final day to submit 
public comments on the 
http://newtransitplan.
vta.org/ website is 
Feb. 28. 
The preparation for 
the implementation of 
the plan will be from 
May to October.
from San Jose to Los Angeles, 
which is 341 miles.
“I think it is a little silly 
to continue with it without 
the idea. It is going to be 
eventually Los Angeles to 
San Francisco,” San Carlos 
resident Fred Saunders 
said. “There’s not that much 
traffic, I do not think, from 
Bakersfield to Merced for a 
bullet train, maybe they can 
use a commute train.”
Newsom has a different 
viewpoint for postponing 
the project.
“For those who want to 
walk away from this whole 
endeavor, I offer you this,” 
he stated on NBC News. 
“Abandoning high-speed rail 
entirely means we will have 
wasted billions of dollars with 
nothing but broken promises 
and lawsuits to show for it.”
In 2017, researchers found 
Bay Area drivers spent more 
than three days on average, or 
79 hours, sitting in gridlocked 
roads, according to CBS San 
Francisco Bay Area.
“San Jose is a future New 
York. Compare it now to six 
to seven years [ago]. Look 
at the 280, 101 traffic, it is 
compacted day by day,” said 
VTA bus driver Manny G. 
Singh. “Even the carpool, 
doesn’t matter. You are 
still driving five miles 
per hour.”
Traffic congestion costs 
local drivers $2,250 in wasted 
time, fuel and higher costs 
passed on by businesses 
to consumers.
“From here to Mountain 
View, it is usually a 15-20 mile 
commute. It takes one hour 
these days. Between 7 a.m. 
until 9 a.m. is commute time,” 
said Singh. 
Singh also mentioned 
the progress of the 
transportation solutions 
within San Jose over the 
years, such as the BART 
train in San Jose that is still 
not ready.
“They said 2017, then they 
said 2018, and they said 2019, 
still not ready yet,” Singh 
said. “It is all high-level 
politics. If we are thinking 
about low fares, public 
transportation, they are still 
going up. Even VTA, when 
we started, [costed a] dollar-
something . . . now it’s $2.25, 
it is going up day by day.”
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Chris Cutler, a 2018 business management alumnus, 
represents Kappa Alpha Psi at a recruiting event for 
the National Pan-Hellenic Council. Following his 
graduation, his fraternity only has one member left.
the council as “one of the 
most diverse.”
“[This is] a brotherhood 
that doesn’t end after college,” 
he said.
Psychology senior Abiola 
Onadele, the vice president 
of Zeta Phi Beta, expressed a 
similar sentiment about her 
sisters in blue.
“We are a true sisterhood; 
we are providing a family,” 
she said. “It’s not just while 
you’re in college, it’s a 
lifetime commitment.”
Fellow Zeta Phi Beta 
sister Jazmine Henry, a 
hospitality, tourism and 
event management senior, 
said she found out about 
the sorority at a study night 
Onadele was attending. 
They started talking and 
Onadele invited Henry to 
check out their events.
“I felt at home,” Henry 
said. “[I] didn’t have to 
change who I was.”
Onadele said their value 
of “womanhood” sets them 
apart from other sororities. 
“It’s about holding 
yourself to a higher 
standard,” she said.
During a recruiting 
event held last week, 
representatives from the 
attending fraternities 
and sororities answered 
questions from the audience, 
including whether you have 
to be black to join.
“Our history is that [Zeta 
Phi Beta is] a historically 
black organization, but we 
don’t have to stay that way,” 
Onadele said. “The president 
of our chapter is Caucasian.”
Amerson said he was 
impressed by the turnout 
at their recruiting event. 
Duffel said after the event 
he counted 60 people in 
the crowd.
Halim Muhammad, 
an industrial and systems 
engineering junior, said he 
was at the event to learn 
more about black Greek life. 
“A couple of members of 
the fraternity go to the same 
black student center and told 
me about the event,” he said.
Toward the end of the 
event, members of the 
fraternities and sororities 
showed off their strolling 
and stepping. Duffel 
explained it as dancing 
with their hands and feet 
to reflect their origins 
from Africa.
“It keeps the culture in 
our council, fraternities 
and sororities, respectively,” 
Duffel said.
 Strolling refers to dancing 
by themselves, while 
stepping is when strolling is 
put to music.
Daylon Davis, an 
industrial technology senior 
and member of Iota Phi 
Theta, said they’re really 
prideful of their strolling 
and stepping and want to 
continue the tradition.
Despite its small 
membership, members 
of the NPHC are proud of 
their unique fraternities 
and sororities. Throughout 
the event, members 
reiterated that their lifelong 
commitment is what sets 
them apart from other 
Greek organizations.
“I know in my heart 
that I will bleed blue 
until I die,” Onadele said, 
referring to Zeta Phi Beta’s 
blue-colored logo.
Follow Kunal on Twitter
@legoktm
This meeting [might seem] like 
it’s accessible and convenient for 
students, but it’s not. It’s convenient 
for VTA, and there are no public 
comments allowed. 
Soozy Zerbe
Civil engineering junior
Follow Jozy on Twitter
@PrabhuJoanna
Follow Javier on Twitter
@JavyALVZ408
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we are providing a 
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Abiola Onadele
Vice president of Zeta Phi Beta
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Correction
On Tuesday, Feb. 19, the Spartan Daily published an article titled 
“Unsunk free throws against UNLV sink Spartans” where 
Zach Chappell was misidentifi ed in a picture.
Spartan Daily regrets this error.
sjsunews.com/spartan_daily 
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Downtown San Jose bar creates a buzz
By Adam Yoshikawa
 STAFF WRITER
ADAM YOSHIKAWA | SPARTAN DAILY
With a location right off campus, Spread prides itself in offering great food and great deals for students.
Follow Adam on Instagram
@yoshi_kawa
Located three doors from 
Philz Coffee is a newer 
spot that is surprising 
students with great deals on 
craft brews and food. 
Spread opened last August 
and is a great success with 
students and workers in the 
surrounding area. 
“It’s a fun environment 
with the music they play, 
the beers they have to 
offer and the food is 
good too,” said Grace 
Rau, a communications 
senior at SJSU.
Spread has a great 
dynamic scene with decal 
covered tables and amazing 
craft brews. With lots 
of breathing room and 
USB plugs incorporated 
underneath the bar, 
the business is built for 
SJSU students.
Roselyn Mateo, manager 
of Spread, has been 
with the company since 
last July. 
She said she enjoys 
socializing with her 
customers, most of whom 
are college students and 
workers of surrounding 
businesses around the area. 
“Spread is sandwiches, 
beers and great hospitality. 
We have hefty sandwiches 
so you are going to leave 
full,” said Mateo. “We 
make everything here from 
the spreads, sauces, slice 
our own meats, cheeses 
and that’s why I think 
we’re different.” 
Spread has 20 beers and 
four wines on tap.
It also receives fresh 
bread daily from Roma 
Bakery, which is located 
in downtown San Jose on 
Almaden Avenue. 
Mateo enjoys seeing 
regular faces and getting 
to know her customers, 
keeping the business a 
comfortable place for 
everyone from students to 
the staff of SJSU.
“It’s easy to come here in 
between classes because you 
can get a certain percentage 
off [using a tower card] and 
you can be here and do your 
homework and hang out with 
friends,” said anthropology 
senior Isabelle Lopez.
Every weekday, Spread 
has a deal on craft beers. 
For college students 
looking for a nice beer with 
a good price, Spread is a 
great choice. 
One of the many 
weekday deals is “Tall Can 
Tuesday,” where a single 
tall can is $2.99 compared 
to a regular price of 
around $4. 
Proprietors of Spread 
Jordan Trigg and Charlie 
Mann came up with the 
idea of a daily deal every 
weekday after the success 
of “Thirsty Thursdays” at 
their Campbell location. 
Trigg entered the 
restaurant business 
and bar industry right 
out of high school. He 
gained a broad range of 
experience from barista 
to server to bartender and 
has a bachelor’s degree 
in business economics 
from the University of 
California, Santa Cruz. 
Mann has been in the 
restaurant industry since 
the age of 13. He managed 
restaurants at the age 
of 17 and has since run 
various establishments. 
He has a very 
knowledgeable and well- 
rounded background in 
the hospitality industry, 
making him and Trigg the 
perfect duo to start the 
business eatery Spread. 
Spread has a variety of 
exclusive beers on tap. 
One of their most 
prized beers is Russian 
River, which is only 
sold five time a year by 
the distributor to the 
businesses worthy of 
carrying its craft brew.
Spread has much more 
to offer than delicious 
sandwiches and craft 
beers. Their hospitality 
is what keeps people 
coming back to a 
comfortable experience 
while enjoying 
the free Wi-Fi and 
watching games on the 
multiple televisions. 
Mateo urges SJSU 
students and staff to take 
advantage of their great 
weekday deals. She said 
Spread has great service, 
and students receive an 
additional 10 percent off on 
top of the daily deal. 
Three weeks ago, 
faculty of SJSU received 
50 percent off everything 
in appreciation of 
their hard work and 
business at Spread. 
All daily deals start 
at 3 p.m. and end at 6 
p.m., except on Thirsty 
Thursdays where the deal 
lasts until closing. All 
students who show their 
tower card will receive 
an additional 10 percent 
off their tab. 
“Spread”
Rating: 

Cuisine: 
Bar & Sandwiches
Location: 
110 Paseo De San 
Antonio
San Jose, CA
Price: 
$$
restaurant
review
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Separation of church 
and state isn’t optional
Th e Trump admin-
istration has used the 
Bible and religion to 
condone its many 
outrageous policies. 
Whether it’s using 
biblical reasons to 
justify building a wall or 
attacking pro-abortion 
laws, White House 
offi  cials have boldly 
crossed the line dividing 
the separation of church 
and state.
In an interview on 
Jan. 30, White House 
Press Secretary Sar-
ah Sanders talked to 
the Christian Broad-
casting Network in an 
exclusive interview. 
Some of the claims she 
made were astonishing 
and potentially manipu-
lative to the public. 
Sanders said the 
fundamental duty of 
being the President of the 
United States is to protect 
the people, which I fi nd 
to be contradictory from 
our current president’s 
focus and agenda.
“I think God calls all 
of us to fi ll diff erent roles 
at diff erent times and 
I think that he wanted 
Donald Trump to be-
come president,” said 
Sanders in her interview 
with CBN. 
“I think he has done 
a tremendous job in 
supporting a lot of the 
things that people of 
faith really care about,” 
Sanders added. 
Being a Christian, 
I fi nd Sanders’ state-
ments to be confusing 
and irresponsible. 
I don’t necessarily be-
lieve that it is ok to say 
that God wanted Trump 
to be president. 
Sanders using God’s 
name to justify the 
president is something 
no person in politics 
should do. 
Our country was 
founded on the basis of 
having the freedom to be 
who we want and to wor-
ship – or not worship – 
whichever deity we want. 
When politicians cite 
their religion in regards 
to a policy, they are not 
being inclusive of the 
many religions and be-
liefs that exist within the 
United States. 
In an article from 
“Time” magazine called 
“Th e Real Meaning of 
the Separation of Church 
and State” by U.S. Sena-
tor James Lankford and 
Dr. Russell Moore, the 
two discuss how religion 
and politics are sensi-
tive topics that should 
not be mixed together 
in conversation. 
“When religion is used 
for political purposes, 
it empties religion of its 
eternal meaning and be-
comes just one more cyn-
ical method of acquiring 
power,” said Lankford 
and Moore.
When speaking to law 
enforcement offi  cers in 
Indiana in 2018, former 
U.S. Attorney Gener-
al Jeff  Sessions quot-
ed a biblical scripture 
– Romans 13 – that has 
been used to oppose the 
American Revolution 
and defend slavery. 
Hundreds of migrant 
families have been frac-
tured, causing children 
to be placed in shelters, 
justifi ed in the name 
of religion. 
According to Th e 
New York Times, Sand-
ers addressed the inci-
dent with Sessions by 
using the bible to justify 
Session’s words and the 
immigration policies. 
When asked by 
a reporter, “Where 
does it say in the Bible 
that it’s moral to take 
children away from 
their mothers?” Sanders 
replied that it is ‘biblical’ 
for governments to 
enforce law.
Politicians should start 
answering for their ac-
tions, and if someone 
wants to hear scriptures, 
they can go to a church.  
Opportunity darkens, but future is bright
Kunal Mehta
STAFF WRITER
Follow Kunal on Twitter
@legoktm
In 2003, I worked with 
fi ve of my classmates 
to build a robot that 
could accomplish tasks 
on Mars. 
Th is plan would’ve 
worked tremendous-
ly if it hadn’t been that 
we were in elementary 
school and our rover was 
made of Lego pieces. It 
never quite made it to the 
red planet.
We just watched the 
Mars rover Opportunity 
take off  a few months be-
fore in July. 
My friends and I were 
awestruck. None of us 
had been alive during the 
Apollo lunar missions 
so this was the fi rst time 
we got to experience 
one of the fi rst steps to-
ward exploring a brand 
new planet.
Th is scientifi c break-
through came to a sad 
conclusion last week 
when NASA fi nally end-
ed the Opportunity mis-
sion aft er the rover had 
been unresponsive since 
June 2018. 
Opportunity was a 
testament to the human 
spirit, its endless possi-
bilities and her legacy 
will no doubt inspire 
the next generation of 
space exploration.
And yes, Opportuni-
ty is a she, according to 
Dave Lavery, one of the 
NASA engineers who 
worked on the rover.
Opportunity’s mission 
was planned to go for 
about 90 Earth days but 
she signed off  aft er be-
ing active for more than 
15 years to the surprise 
of many. 
She proved that it was 
possible to build and 
send long-term rovers all 
the way to Mars, leading 
to scientifi c discoveries 
and advances in research.
Her mission ended 
aft er a dust storm cov-
ered the entire planet, 
preventing communi-
cation with Earth, and 
blocking Opportuni-
ty’s solar panels from 
charging the rover. 
Journalist Jacob Mar-
golis interpreted her 
last message as, “My 
battery is low and it’s 
getting dark.”
Opportunity enabled 
us to understand more 
about the history of wa-
ter on Mars, which will 
be crucial if humans plan 
on settling there. 
Scientists had previ-
ously made the hypoth-
esis that there was liquid 
water on Mars based 
on data collected from 
satellites, but they were 
only able to confi rm it 
once Opportunity hit 
the ground.
Millennials get blasted 
these days for obsessive-
ly following celebrities’ 
every action, messages 
and pictures. But that’s 
what many of us did 
with Opportunity.
Young science enthu-
siasts such as my friends 
and I followed every 
step she took, read the 
data she sent back, and 
looked through all of 
her pictures – including 
some selfi es. 
Th is is the mod-
el of inspiration we 
should be encouraging 
and celebrating.
Younger people in this 
country should look at 
a technological marvels 
like Opportunity with 
the same passion and at-
tention that they give to 
movie stars or models.
Looking through his-
tory, it’s easy to come to 
the conclusion that my 
generation missed out 
on the greatest achieve-
ments in human history.
Humans left  the 
moon long before we 
were born, and all we 
remember from the 
space shuttle era is the 
Columbia disaster. 
Th e shuttle disinte-
grated upon re-entry, 
sealing the future and 
NASA’s eventual retire-
ment of the program.
While it’s unlikely 
that my generation will 
live to see humans land 
on Mars, it was on our 
watch that Pluto was 
correctly, but controver-
sially demoted to dwarf 
planet status despite 
some backlash.
Th is isn’t to say that 
our generation hasn’t 
made a lasting im-
pact – it’s just come in a 
diff erent way. 
Opportunity and her 
sisters broke open a new 
frontier of space, and 
ushered in a new era of 
space populism.
My team’s Lego ro-
bot did reasonably 
well, and it was able 
to pull off  some tasks 
that even Opportunity 
herself couldn’t. 
Our Lego rover could 
clean dust off  solar 
panels – a feature that 
could have very well 
saved Opportunity. 
Despite the mission 
being declared over, it’s 
likely that NASA will 
continue listening for 
any signals her interface 
transmits in case she 
does reboot entirely. 
In January 2018, an 
amateur satellite track-
er heard a signal from 
NASA’s IMAGE satellite, 
which had been declared 
lost back in 2005. 
And even if Opportu-
nity never does wake up, 
we’ll still get to see her 
again when humans land 
on Mars.
Opportunity and her sisters 
broke open a new frontier of 
space, and ushered in a 
new era of space populism.
KUNAL MEHTA | SPARTAN DAILY
NASA engineer Kobie Boykins shows audience members replicas of the wheels 
used on the rover ‘Opportunity’ during a presentation at Hammer Theater on Feb. 6
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ACROSS
1. Subsided
6. Wings
10. Cain’s brother
14. Split
15. Mend
16. Ancient marketplaces
17. Infant’s illness
18. Untruths
19. Stepped
20. Interdependence of living 
organisms
22. Concludes
23. Make a copy of a recording
24. Yes
26. Tumult
30. A French dance
32. Coming up
33. A complaint
37. Fly high
38. Small units of measure
39. Oceans
40. Uncontrollable laughter 
or crying
42. Celebrities
43. Overact
44. Treeless plain
45. Tag
47. Caviar
48. Shower with love
49. Restriction
56. Unit of land
57. Biblical garden
58. Very slow in tempo
59. Speaker’s platform
60. Need a bath badly
61. Attempted
62. Th in strip
63. Wild Tibetan oxen
64. Flexible tubes
DOWN 
1. Behold, in old Rome
2. Coalition
3. Western tie
4. Wicked
5. Deciphered
6. Improvise
7. Nonclerical
8. District
9. Subjugates
10. A delayed fl avor sensation
11. Carried
12. Wear away
13. Boys
21. Some people chew this
25. Governor (abbrev.)
26. Sitcom set in Korea
27. Greeting at sea
28. Not nays
29. Large African antelope
30. Goodwill
31. Ambitions
33. Fortitude
34. Half-moon tide
35. Grumble
36. Anagram of “Sees”
38. Clowning
41. An uncle
42. Avoiding detection
44. Drunkard
45. Neighborhood
46. Courtyards
47. Skating areas
48. Fathers
50. Bright thought
51. Docile
52. Tropical tuber
53. Colored part of an eye
54. Curved molding
55. Gestures of assent
CLASSIFIEDS
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Complete the grid so that every row, column and 
3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.
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AROUND
What does 
Earth say 
to tease the 
other planets?
“You guys have no 
life.”
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Racist fashionwear is far from ‘Gucci’
Cora Wilson
STAFF WRITER
Follow Cora on Twitter
@coraawilson
In the increasingly 
progressive society we 
live in today, the last 
thing we need is Gucci 
releasing a sweater that 
resembles blackface. 
On Feb. 6, the luxury 
Italian brand apologized 
on Twitter for its racist 
$890 turtleneck. 
Gucci debuted the 
sweater with images of a 
white model wearing a 
black sweater.
 It  had an elongat-
ed turtleneck feature 
that covers the bot-
tom of her face but 
has an opening over 
her mouth. 
Th e outlining around 
the mouth contains 
noticeably wide red 
lip lines which calls to 
mind blackface carica-
tures meant to dehu-
manize African-Amer-
icans throughout the 
20th century. 
If this is how Gucci 
planned to kick off  Black 
History Month, it com-
pletely failed.
Unfortunately, this 
is not the fi rst time a 
brand of this caliber 
has been accused of 
pushing racist products 
and advertisements. 
In Nov. 2018, Dolce 
& Gabbana canceled a 
major fashion show in 
China aft er receiv-
ing global back-
lash for a series of 
controversial videos. 
In one of its com-
mercials, Dolce & 
Gabbana featured a 
Chinese model strug-
gling to eat more western 
foods such as spaghetti 
with chopsticks. 
CNN reported that the 
commercial drew criti-
cism from Chinese su-
permodel Estelle Chen 
and resulted in Dolce & 
Gabbana products being 
temporarily pulled from 
Chinese stores.   
A month later in Dec. 
2018, Prada caught heat 
for their Pradmalia line 
of monkey keychains. 
Th e products were 
found to contain black-
face imagery aft er an 
image of the New York 
storefront display, posted 
on Twitter by civil rights 
attorney Chinyere Ezie, 
went viral. 
“I feel like it was very 
insensitive for the mar-
keting team to not realize 
how racist the caricature 
was and how it relates to 
African-Americans and 
the oppression,” Vice 
President of the San Jose 
State Nigerian Student 
Association, Nnamdi 
Uzoma said in regards 
to Gucci. 
Following criticism, 
Gucci released a formal 
apology which said, “We 
consider diversity to be a 
fundamental value to be 
fully upheld, respected, 
and at the forefront of 
every decision we make.” 
On Friday, Gucci of-
fi cially announced the 
fi rst four initiatives: 
Global and Regional Di-
rectors for Diversity and 
Inclusion, Multicultur-
al Design Scholarship 
Program, Diversity and 
Inclusivity Awareness 
Program and Global Ex-
change Program. 
With these initiatives, 
it is planning to further 
embed cultural diversi-
ty and awareness in the 
company. 
For large and popu-
lar fashion houses like 
Dolce & Gabbana, Pra-
da and Gucci to release 
racist items, then quickly 
apologize and claim they 
were unaware of the rac-
ism, is just not ok. 
“I know Afri-
can-Americans, such as 
rappers and sports play-
ers, are huge consumers 
of high-end prestigious 
brands such as Gucci,” 
Uzoma said. 
“[If African-Ameri-
cans] continue to pur-
chase things such as 
Gucci aft er they made a 
foolery and a mockery, 
it is a bad representation 
of our people because we 
are in a state of a lot of 
racial tension going on.”
On the same day that 
Gucci issued its sweater 
apology, Virginia Gov. 
Ralph Northam met 
with two prominent Af-
rican-American leaders 
regarding a similar crisis. 
Aft er photographs of 
Northam, one of him 
with a person dressed in 
blackface and another 
of him in a KKK hood 
from his medical school 
yearbook, surfaced, the 
Virginia Governor was 
pressured to resign but 
instead apologized for 
the photo. 
For brands to honor 
black history, the cultural 
appreciation has to begin 
within the brand.
Companies should 
hire more diverse 
teams that can give in-
put and educate oth-
ers on the right ways to 
release products.
“I think it’s a shame 
but it just goes to show 
that blacks aren’t in po-
sitions that they should 
be in,” graduate student 
Zahiyah Hasan said . 
“If we [African 
Americans] were 
able to put in our in-
put maybe these mis-
takes wouldn’t happen 
as much.” 
Hopefully Gucci 
learned from its mistake 
and will change for the 
better because no sweat-
er is worth this much 
controversy. 
ILLUSTRATION BY MELODY DEL RIO | SPARTAN DAILY
Companies should hire more 
diverse teams that can give input 
and educate others on the right 
ways to release products.
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Krazy George is still a crazy cheerleader
Follow Austin on Twitter
@AustinFound1
By Jonathan Austin 
STAFF WRITER
Follow Roman on Instagram
@roaminroman_52
By Roman Contreras 
STAFF WRITER
ROMAN CONTRERAS | SPARTAN DAILY
Krazy George holds up his legendary drum and stick that he carries to every sport event he attends.
Spartan basketball fans 
looking to play or watch 
other students play a pick-
up game can at the Sports 
Club in the Event Center. 
Students just have to 
follow the stairs behind 
the front desk to find the 
available court for them. 
The court hosts a thriv-
ing community of players 
who get together to play 
basketball with friends 
and strangers alike through-
out the day. 
There are people from 
different walks of life and 
levels of play teaming 
up for games. They chat 
amongst new and familiar 
faces on the sideline. 
The differences in the 
players who take part in 
the games sounds like a 
detriment, but it is actu-
ally one of the club’s 
greatest strengths.
The incredible thing 
is how glaringly cohesive 
the community is. While 
there are cliques of people 
who try and play with just 
who they come with, there 
are also people who show 
up and play to take their 
minds off school. 
These people are part 
of a group who loves 
playing basketball, and it 
shows with how friend-
ly yet competitive the 
players are. 
“There’s always good 
vibes here,” sophomore 
business finance major 
Paris Hornsby said. 
“There’s always regulars 
floating in and out.” 
His statement held 
true as the players can be 
seen competing with one 
another without usual
on-court drama.
Even though there are 
no referees or formal 
teams, players still have a 
competitive attitude. That 
competitive nature leads 
to on-court shenanigans 
like people talking a lot 
of trash.
Trash talk is a part of 
the game whether you 
enjoy it or not, and it is 
not surprising to see it on 
the court. 
Sometimes, trash talk 
leads to slight altercations. 
“I’ve never seen a phys-
ical fight, but people 
do talk,” said Christian 
Flores, a freshman kinesi-
ology major. He believes 
allowing trash talk builds 
relationships between
the players. 
People looking to build 
friendships and meet new 
people with a common 
interest can do that on the 
court as well. 
“I always see a familiar 
face,” said Flores. 
Some people may find 
the skill level imbalanc-
es difficult and off-put-
ting, but others take it 
as an opportunity to 
learn from players better 
than themselves.
One such player, junior 
economics major Gabriel 
Martinez, was leading a 
team to a 6-game winning 
streak. He said he just 
plays basketball for fun 
and is not playing for the 
SJSU team.
“I thought about try-
ing out my freshman year 
but wasn’t that into it,” 
Martinez said. 
When asked why he 
doesn’t try out for the 
team now, he said 
he doesn’t think he 
has the “conditioning 
or strength.”  
Comradery between 
teammates  bui lds 
friendships, and when 
Martinez’s team eventu-
ally lost, the group sat 
on the sidelines watching 
the next game take place 
while quietly chatting 
with one another.
Sports have a habit 
of bringing completely 
different people closer 
together, and in the agony 
of defeat and the thrill of 
victory, the community of 
basketball players grows 
in the Event Center. 
Scream, shout, jump 
and drum. San Jose State 
alumnus, “Krazy” George 
Henderson has engraved 
his name in the world 
of cheer.
From the NHL to 
the NFL, Henderson 
has cheered for almost 
every sport in the league. 
He has created a whole 
brand around his cheer-
leading, and is the 
original creator of the  com-
mon sports cheer known 
as “The Wave.”
“I invented the wave 
in 1981 at the Oakland 
A’s, New York Yankee 
playoff game on October 
15th,” Henderson said 
with pride. 
Henderson continued 
to describe his appearance 
in the 1984 Olympics, 
held in California. He had 
been hired to cheer for a 
televised soccer game in 
Stanford where he got the 
wave going. He got the 
crowd on their feet and 
millions around the world 
came to know of this 
staple crowd cheer. 
Being on the judo 
team throughout college, 
Henderson found him-
self confused when he 
began cheering. 
“The person that got me 
into cheerleading handed 
me this drum 50 years ago 
at a San Jose  State foot-
ball game. I was elected 
cheerleader but I didn’t 
want to do that,” he said.
Discovering that he was 
not the best cheerleader, 
Henderson decided to go 
off and try something of 
his own.
 “Because of my inabili-
ty to do the cheers, I went 
off on my own with the 
drum and that’s how I 
work, I work in the stands 
and that’s my success,” 
said Henderson.
During the first 10 years 
of his career, Henderson 
did not approach any 
teams about becoming 
a contracted cheerlead-
er. All of his recognition 
came from doing what he 
does best.
“I would be in all the 
sections and be up halfway 
up the rows screaming at 
people so they knew me,” 
said Henderson. “I’m 
up close and person-
al. They learn to know 
me, see me, they see my 
energy and they 
follow me.” 
Like any great enter-
tainer, Henderson was 
always looking for a new 
way to shock the crowd. 
Entrances to the field 
in ambulances, hang 
gliders, helicopters, 
snowmobiles, Ferrari 
and lions are just a few 
of the ways Henderson 
riled up the crowd before
 the game.  
Most entertainers have 
those who love them, 
and those who are try-
ing to stop them, and 
Henderson was no 
exemption to this.
 “They tried to ban 
me in 1980,” he began. 
“And later the NFL came 
out with a rule against 
me. It started with the 
Pittsburgh Steelers. 
Terry Bradshaw said they 
couldn’t hear the plays 
so they lost and blamed 
it all on me.” 
The success Henderson 
had is rare, but he credits 
it to the simple manner of 
all his cheers.
“Every cheer I 
do is a simple two 
words, short cheers that 
everyone can do. If there 
is 60,000 people in a 
stadium I get 60,000 
people doing the cheer,” 
said Henderson. 
Today, Henderson is 
no longer the at-large 
cheerleader he used 
to be. Instead, he has 
begun to beat his drum 
in the direction of 
big corporations. 
“He goes to corpora-
tions and they hire him to 
liven everybody up and tell 
a bit of his story, because 
it’s a great story,” said wife 
Patricia Timberg.
“Every year it grew 
and grew, and it’s made 
my living for the last 44 
years,” Henderson said.     
K r a z y  G e or g e 
Henderson has been in 
the cheer business a long 
time and it is safe to say 
he does not regret one
bit of it.
They tried to ban me in 1980. And later 
the NFL came out with a rule against me. 
It started with the Pittsburgh Steelers. 
Terry Bradshaw said they couldn’t hear 
the players so they lost and blamed it all 
on me.
George Henderson 
Professional Cheerleader
There’s always 
good vibes here 
. . . There’s always 
regulars floating 
in and out.
Paris Hornsby
sophomore business
 fi nance major
Students bring street ball 
attitude to the rec center
